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The most important reason for learning a foreign language, one you don't often read or hear about,
is to help you develop an ATTITUDE which will lead to UNDERSTANDING and COMMUNICATION.

If we look at one way of doing
something long enough, we begin to
assume that it is right and that any
other way is wrong, odd, backward,
or funny.

Let's see. Which of these people do you think is dressed "correctly"2 Do the others look Strange
quaint, or Uncomfortable? Each person ,pictured below probably thinks he is dressed correctly
because he is wearing the clothes of his country.'



Which of these
two addresses
looks correct to
you? Does one
look backwards?

. . you
usually look first
for the street and
then .for the num-
ber, don't you?
Could it be that
the other person's
way is more log-
ical?
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GERMAN,

GUT. JETZT

HADEN I R ALLE

UNSER WILD UND

AM ERSTEN TAG

DER JAGDZE I T.

zeal
ICLARO I HOMBRE t

HAY QUE RECOGERLOS.

j 00BRE Jost TAN'

CANSADO QUE NO

PUEDE AYUD#RiJOS
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a Comiiii6atiiiialierthe men ,don't understand each other? Can, appearances beilSteaditig?:- O*1 inri:
'..;-.',.-Y,'-1:".":1;" , Y" '-' - ,. -- 2-,,,., , -: 1" - A.,.,."-i,14-,..r.to page illolfind)Lo

Guess what the men are saying .. ,.- Do ,!; U think there ia. any possibility

.:-,-:

,,A.,....--:

they're'.-'§ayAngs, ; ..._

-,....-,,,,,,,,.., ,, -, , .. --. .-
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AirEii4AL -the' Swedish; language

has, different-Ivo:ids

-fatker: 'for tolativeS, on the'
,- mother's side. Your

.

farfar%-liandfather

fañior

,.,
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-: "`: s

.niothe ticither is mormor
'YOtif"NORMOR 'since
MQR the_ word -for

-

:"!`"'
`

-

'+1;": ops: s jas; ss,

I

nuithen Btit yoUr
.

lather.'S' inOther .,
-FARM912 since FARyour

the, word for father.

yowithink thiS,
.funnY?,'Don't you thinks
that maybe it's a gor,d

idea to make this
tinction?

mother-- I I i7 45." e

aunt

morbror :w ',.,
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stjf,r, ,;JV -.;,e

Jf you say "my cousin", we can't tell if you mean a girl or a boy.ilowever the Frenc
J

`girl couSin,"L -5e(AlgINE and one for "boy cousin" tThey, Can`,j`girl uSt

between male and female friends AM! is male;. AMIE is feMale stlicien s,

workers Ameridans musicians and many more. Kind of helps, thieSn't it?
5

Stand this in today's world?' es Read

nd, answer,questions

e you study you will have lo able to .underStaed 'what you

nd read and write a little. this ,takes some time and praCtice. 04110:A.

leve.,.#5alli,two;:yearS school. Starting 4,14104e-is in#Waylike earafri`

af*etall' or .play. ,:a 'musical instrUMen4 or bake ,cookies without

e fun if irs done right,) .but` you end Up with the satisfaction o

,

something you...couldn't' do before. §tartStart earl, sine'' young people have sharp

....4



Language is really, ounds, it's what people say, how ihey understand and answer each of

Writing is merely a means of p:esenting whit: is said and Ws_liniitid,in:the way- daps _t

these'

eSt?

tOi* at these words, in English and decide if ;you, have to -know the' _sound

TOUGH; BOUGH, THOUGH, .,THROUGH:
,

olc:;:ca'refully at.thele

' HEAR, HEARD, 4E-

s easy as it is to let someone else try to .Put the foreign Inngnage inth*ngksh

unde*andiorcOnununic4,0 you relyf on translation. There are wovls, an

anstate, into

....111116MIMIRS011.11*.0.116111111..1IMINIV111.....101.6.



We all know the world is shrinking. People are circulating more easily from country to country.

You may ,vacation in other countries, go to school, or even work there. More and more people from

other countries will be visiting the United States. Many young people come to this country each year

to, study. Perhaps in your school you have an AmericanField Service student or a student' from Some

other international exchange program. And there are millions of our fellow Americans who speak a



J

4

-
They are ,many and varied. Thousands of Americans each year Work in countries all the world

with the Armed Services, Peace Corps, World Health_ ,Organization, United Nations, United States
_

Department of State, and religious and other 'private groups. Some are assigned yoltuiteerS,

This can be a profitable, rewarding, and broadening_ experience. _lila often it's,..thq:.,q94ifiation_..4

language and a skill which is most valuable. Stewaidesses, engineers, Secretaries, .1,0044,601.00

personnel, teachers, scientists, pilots, newspaper and television cOrresponderitS, and

many others may find that their skill with a foreign language can make one person as valuable aspyR.,,,

But you can't wait until the opportunity is offered and then start to learn the language.

=
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Educators recognize the importafice of being able to understand and communicate with others.

In many school systems in our country everyone has some foreign language experience, often beginning

in elementary or junior high school. Colleges and universities, recognizing the importance of foreign

language study in today's world, are requiring more years of language study for entrance and/or grad- ''

uation. If you are planning to go on to college, you should know that at many colleges foreign language

study is an ENTRANCE requirement, and that most colleges require that you've studied a foreign

language for a certain number of years before you graduate. Your counsel& will be aware of this. But

the objective shr'jld be to start early an continue long enough to gain a usable skill -instead- Of merely

to fulfill a requirement.

If we knew which language would be most useful to you two years from now, this question would

be easy to answer. But most of us don't. To help you decide, take a look at the world, its languages,

and your future. Then, as you study, you will begin to understand how languages work. This under-

standing and the skills you learn will make it easier to learn any other languages you might need later.

8



IN GENERAL, .EVERYONE CAN

PROFIT FROM SOME CONTACT

WITH ,A FOREIGN LANGUAGE:

IF YOU SPEAK ENGLISH SO

THAT PEOPLE CAN UNDER-

TAIsi,D. YOU, THEN YOU CAN
t 4

7 ,

LtAgx,,1TQ WEAK ANOTHER

LANGUAGE IF YOU WANT TO

r , {

-

- d

7.1
". ,

dd`

- certain point, one of he real values of learning another language is a bettei awareness
, -

of how English istks. Many .people say they never really understood their own language

ti! they tried to learn another. You'll probably also discover a lot about our Country,and,onrWay.p0ife

study about another culture.

9
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Did you ever stop to think that every

. American is an ambassador of his coun-

try when he is in a foreign land? When

many Americans are abroad, they don't

realize that they make .a bad impression

if they don't try to understand the

"strange" ways of the foreigners. Of

course, if you can speak -the other per-

son's language, you can ask him about

himself and his way of doing things and

begin to commUnicate. as an insider and
_

not as a. stranget. Communication is the

key to understanding: from individual

to individual, from grotip to group, and

'from country to country:

- 0.6*-

F..

,

r.

,

Get out and get started making yourself the kind of ambassador you think this country ought to
.

. .,

. have! :Learn to understand the differences, learn about other peoples, and learn to respect them. Leath'

another language, and learn it well
. , , .
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What they're saying on page 3 . . .

GERftA

GOOD. Now

WOVE ALL GOT OUR

DEER AND ON THE

FIRST DAY OF THE

SEASON.

SPA

PICK THEM, UP.

POOR Jort 'Hi-'.S --

so TIRED: THAT HE

CAN'T HELP US.

Surprised? Does familiarity with the language help with understanding? Even with the best of intentions,

poor communication can lead to a lot of trouble, can't it?

11
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CURRICULUM GUIDE
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PUBLICATIONS FROM THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION

All of the below may be obtained from Materials Center, Modem Language AssoCiation, 4 Wash-
ington Place, New York, New York 10003
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May 1963. 100 each; packet of 25, 500
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U.S. Office of Education, 1964. 250

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN THE HIGH SCHOOL, ed. by Marjorie C. Johnston. U.S. Office of
Education, 1962. $1.0 0
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